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Liverpool Street Gallery is pleased to announce Karl Wiebke’s solo exhibition, Karl Wiebke Painting, on 
view from 6 September – 2 October 2014. The exhibition will open on Wednesday 10 September 2014, 6-
8pm. Karl Wiebke Painting was first exhibited at the Melbourne Art Fair from 13-17 August 2014.  

 
Karl Wiebke is a non-objective, process-based minimalist artist, who constantly pushes the boundaries and 
definition of both painting as a noun and verb – object and action. Wiebke’s daily practice is in dialogue with the 
history of painting, predominantly abstraction or reductivism, stating “my work explores what it means to paint” 
and likewise, “I make work which stands for itself and doesn’t refer to anything outside itself”. Wiebke believes 
that painting must be free of any symbolic references, and therefore stand on its own – a form of Concrete Art or 
Analytical Painting. “Seeing meaning in one’s activity rather than in it’s materialised form. Paint not being used for 
something but being itself the subject.” (KW, 2004)  

 
Known for painting bodies of work (Thick Ones, Sticks, Grids, Flags etc) that often require an endurance-like 
stamina executed over lengthy periods of time, Wiebke consistently demonstrates a meticulous and 
systematic approach to his practice that investigates concepts of structures, time, seriality and repetition. 
Whether the paint is applied to a canvas, board, circular wooden dowel, enamel ring, or paper surface or 
ground, these ongoing series situate the viewer in the experience of his process, prompting a constant inquiry 
as to the nature of painting. “Instead of establishing a signature style with my paintings I had decided to make 
different bodies of work enabling me to jump and not be under the stress of doing another ‘Wiebke’”. (Karl 
Wiebke in conversation with Gillian Serisier, “Karl Wiebke”, Artist Profile, Issue 5, 2008, p65)  

 
Wiebke’s exhibition comprises approximately 10 new works – a group of thinly layered, multi-coloured, vertical 
stripe paintings as well as a new Grid. Consisting of soft, yet saturated bands of bright colours ranging in 
varying chromatic progressions, the surfaces appear to gently vibrate or hover – the illusion of optical effect is at 
play. The repetition of the vertical stripe both within each painting and throughout the series suggests a 
meditation of sorts, and also implies the infinite as the underlying assumption is the vertical lines continue above 
and below the visible picture plane. In Vertical Stripe Thirteen (2014) (illustrated, right), the translucency of the 
“bands” of paint as they subtly bleed or merge in a feathery manner, not only highlights each stripe’s edge but 
also the luminous centre of colour and light radiating from within. As Margaret Moore stated, “There is always an 
inspired yielding between the intimate and the expansive in Wiebke’s work.” (Margaret Moore, “Collector’s  
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Dossier: Karl Wiebke”, Art Collector, Issue 46, October – December 2008) 
 
QUOTE SELECTION 
 
“…there was a quiet but powerful solo show by abstract painter Karl Wiebke at Liverpool Street Gallery.” 
(Jane O’Sullivan, “Hot Trends at the Melbourne Art Fair, Artnet News, 15 August 2014) 
 
“As usual, the most impressive booths were devoted to solo exhibitions. Liverpool Street Gallery had a marvellous 
show of abstract paintings by Karl Wiebke…” (John McDonald, “Sculpting a Living”, Spectrum, The Sydney 
Morning Herald, 23-24 August 2014, p17) 
 
“Wiebke’s paintings explore the many fundamentals of the medium, testing elements of scale, surface, depth, 
colour, ground and substrata. The end result is painting in which the narrative is a direct reference to the 
particulars of the painting process… Wiebke’s approach is inquisitive, searching, it could be considered scientific. 
With each new body of work he sets up a methodology that gives the series a structural framework but which is 
open enough to allow the peculiarities of the paint itself to contribute to the end result.”  (Tony Oates, “Three 
Means and a Choice”, Karl Wiebke Painting 1994-2012, ANU Drill Hall Gallery, 2012, p5) 
 
“Today Wiebke speaks of being self-checking and challenging. He also speaks of the pursuit of happiness and 
the precarious nature of being human – the duality of being attached and detached in life and work. He is 
cognisant of mature artists working themselves into a metaphorical corner or style, in effect reproducing 
themselves. By contrast and in avoidance of this Wiebke adopts a self-reflective method whereby new work often 
deliberately refers to other works within his oeuvre but only as a means to determining the parameters for 
production. He alters the limits and sets the conditions in order to go elsewhere, to keep asking the questions of 
painting.” (Margaret Moore, Karl Wiebke Painting 1994-2012, ANU Drill Hall Gallery, 2012, p12-15) 
 
“All my work relates to painting, its labour and perception.” (Karl Wiebke in conversation with Gillian Serisier, 
Karl Wiebke, Artist Profile, Issue 5, 2008, p65)  
 
“…work is obsessive and systematic, based on the strict daily schedules and rituals he sets for himself. Out of his 
concern with process comes a highly meditative art with the luminosity, depth and intensity of a spiritual 
discipline.” (John McDonald, “A Calm Stance in Discipline”, Spectrum, The Sydney Morning Herald, 15-16 
November 2008, p19)  
 
“Certainly art is a life-sustaining and structuring ritual for Karl Wiebke and the focused activity of painting is an 
essential to life as the need to eat and drink. Repetitive, yet constantly changing and modifying, the preparation of 
food is similar to the process of painting. While the ingredients may be the same, each recipe draws out different 
nuances and flavors. (Ted Snell, Karl Wiebke’s ‘The Kitchen Works’, August 1994)  
 
BIOGRAPHY 
 
Born in Detmold, Germany in 1944, Karl Wiebke studied Fine Art at the Hochschule für bildende Künst in Hamburg 
from 1972-1976 before arriving in Australia in 1981. He settled in Perth for a period of 20 years and then relocated 
in Melbourne in 2001, where he currently lives and works. Wiebke has won several notable awards including the 
Australia Council Artists Development Fellowships Grant in 1990, the Australia-India Council Grant of 1999 and an 
Arts WA Creative Development Grant Fellowship in 2000. Wiebke’s contribution to Australian painting was 
celebrated in 1994 with a major retrospective exhibition, Karl Wiebke: Painting 1971-1993 at the Art Gallery of 
Western Australia, Perth, and most recently the survey exhibition Karl Wiebke: Painting 1994-2012 held at the ANU 
Drill Hall Gallery, Canberra in 2012. In 2013, Wiebke’s paintings featured in the Wesfarmers Collection touring 
exhibition Luminous Worlds at the Art Gallery of Western Australia and Charles Darwin University Art Gallery. In 
2014, the exhibition has been on view at the National Library of Australia, Canberra; the Samstag Museum of Art, 
Adelaide; and in 2015 at the Ian Potter Museum of Art, Melbourne. In 2013, the National Gallery of Australia 
acquired a collection of 46 Sticks (2013), as well as the significant painting India (2000-2002) and an edition of My 
Favourite Colours (2004). Wiebke’s work was also on view at the Museum of Contemporary Art, Sydney where a 
body of Sticks were exhibited as part of curator, Glenn Barkley’s “Collection: Volume One”. Wiebke’s work is 
represented in numerous museum collections including: National Gallery of Australia, Museum of Contemporary 
Art, National Gallery of Victoria, Art Gallery of Western Australia, as well as significant corporate collections and the 
Holmes à Court Collection, Perth and private collections in Germany, India, United Kingdom and Australia. 

 
For further information about the artist and exhibition, please contact Liverpool Street Gallery on 02 8353 7799  
or info@liverpoolstgallery.com.au. 
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