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Liverpool Street Gallery is pleased to announce Anw en Keeling’s forthcoming solo exhibition of new 
paintings, Shadow of a Doubt, on view from 21 March - 16 April 2009. The exhibi tion will open on Thursday 
26 February 2009, 6-8pm.  
 
Anwen Keeling’s realist paintings capture suspended moments in fictional lives with a reverence for the classic 
Hollywood / Hitchcockian film noir genre of the early 1940s and late 1950s. Known for painting the semi-clad female 
figure, Keeling’s new paintings in Shadow of a Doubt explore the seductive, brooding and tense relationships 
between couples in intimate, private environments. 
 
Shadow of a Doubt interrogates the idea of the film still and the story-board narrative, whereby ambiguous and 
evocative plots are evoked and the seductive realism of heightened drama bears resemblance to Edward Hopper’s 
oeuvre and aesthetic. The careful composition of her paintings and refinement of technical execution assists in 
creating an effect of a film still, seen in Afterburn (2008-2009). Here, the unorthodox division of the canvas in two 
creates the illusion of spatial depth, which is also emphasised in the contrast between the soft focus of the female 
figure in the foreground and the sharp delineation of the male figure in the background. The elements of mystery 
and suspense are contrasted with moments of reverie and reflection where the viewer is acutely aware of their 
voyeuristic intrusion.  
 
Keeling is an accomplished technician; her genre of heightened realism reveals an adept skill in truthfully depicting 
the body in space through the use of linear perspective, rich colour palette and tight composition. Working largely 
from photographs and sketches of models, Keeling captures the intensity of the female and male figures in isolated 
interiors. The rich chiaroscuro effects of subtle light and deep, inky shadows accentuate the drama and suggest an 
emotional and physiological undercurrent. Despite her painting’s almost photo-realist quality, Keeling never denies 
the painterly quality of her works whereby the brushwork and the thin layering of oil and varnish still remain present 
on the surface.  
 
Born in Sydney in 1976, Anwen Keeling completed a Bachelor of Arts with First Class Honours at the National Art 
School, Canberra and was awarded a University Medal from the Australian National University, Canberra. She also 
holds a Masters of European Fine Art from the Winchester School of Art, South Hampton University, Barcelona, 
Spain. She has exhibited in Japan, Spain and England as well as in Sydney, Melbourne, Canberra and the Gold 
Coast. Her work was selected for The Year in Art (2003) and Salon des Refuses (2004) at the SH Ervin Gallery, 
National Trust, Sydney. Keeling’s portrait of the Sydney radio personalities Merrick Watts and Tim Ross (‘Merrick 
and Rosso’) was exhibited in the Doug Moran National Portrait Prize (2004) at the State Library of New South 
Wales. In 2007 she was awarded the ABN AMRO Emerging Artist (Employee’s Choice) Award for her painting, 
Marnie. Keeling’s work is represented in the collections of the National Australia Bank and the Australian National 
University, Canberra as well as private collections in Australia, United States, Hong Kong and the United Kingdom. 
Anwen Keeling lives and works in Sydney.  
 

For further information about the artist, exhibitio n and high resolution images please contact Liverpo ol Street 
Gallery. Image: Afterburn  2008-2009  oil on linen  97 x 143 cm
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