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LIVERPOOL STREET GALLERY
is pleased to invite you to an exhibition of paintings by John Beard

winner of THE ART GALLERY OF NEW SOUTH WALES 2007 Archibald Prize and 2006 Wynne Prize

Please join us for opening drinks with the artist on Tuesday 29 May 2007, 6 – 8pm

Images: 

Top left: Head – Self Portrait 6 1997-98 oil and wax on linen 180 x 180 cm

Top right: Ken Unsworth 2006 oil and wax on linen 180 x 180 cm

Lower left: Adraga 2006 oil and wax on linen 250 x 250 cm

Lower right: Ocean 3 2000 oil and wax on linen 250 x 250 cm

John Beard’s painting, especially since the mid-1990s, after his Portuguese sojourn, has taken on the features 
of a visual essay on perception, on the way we see and what we see under certain conditions, be they times of 
day or mental moods. In order to illustrate this refl ection on the eye, or perhaps because his own eye had been 
drawn to it for some reason, Beard chose the majestic rock of Adraga, in Sintra, seen or glimpsed in the liquid 
light of the cliff, in a constantly-shifting sea. These ‘portraits’ eventually led to a series of self-portraits, shown 
as ‘Heads’ from 1996 on, and to a series of works on Uluru (Ayers Rock), which stands out from the fl atness of 
the Australian desert. Like a rock slowly rising from a sea-mist, Beard’s head is not perceptible at fi rst: it takes 
a steady eye to grasp it. Contemplation turns into an inquisitive gaze, scanning the surface of the painting in 
search of a contour. Gradually, a form stands out, one with the materials that compose it: like the primeval 
rocks of Adraga or Ayers Rock, its perception belongs in a territory of restlessness, evoking the impossibility of 

fi xating an incommensurable reality in the precise moment we have seen it. 

An essay extract by Ana Vasconcelos e Melo, 
the curator of John Beard’s solo exhibition Visão Fugitiva/Fugitive Visions, 

at the Fundação Calouste Gulbenkian, Centro De Arte Moderna, Lisbon, June 2005 - January 2006


